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the regular, and the virtuous, his love of the people may
be rational and honest. But if his first or principal appli-
cation be to the indigent, who are always inflammable; to
the weak, who are naturally suspicious; to the ignorant,
who are easily misled; and to the profligate, who have no
hope but from mischief and confusion; let his love of the
people .be no longer boasted. No man can reasonably be
thought a lover of his country, for roasting an ox, or burn-
ing a boot, or attending the meeting at Mile-end, or re-
gistering his name in the lumber troop. He may, among
the drunkards, be a hearty fellow, and, among sober handi-
craftsmen, a free-spoken gentleman; but he must have
some better distinction, before he is & patriot.

A patriot is always ready to countenance the just claims,
and animate the reasonable hopes of the people; he re-
minds them, frequently, of their rights, and stimulates
them to resent encroachments, and to multiply securities.

But all this may be done in appearance, without real
patriotism. He that raises false hopes to serve a present
purpose, only makes a way for disappointment and dis-
content. He who promises to endeavour, what he knows
his endeavours unable to effect, means only to delude his
followers by an empty clamour of ineffectual zeal.

A true patriot is no lavish promiser: he undertakes not
to shorten parliaments; to repeal laws; or to change the
mode of representation, transmitted by our ancestors; he
knows that futurity is not in his power, and that all times
are not alike favourable to change.

Much less does he make a vague and indefinite promise
of obeying the mandates of his constituents. He knows
the prejudices of faction, and the inconstancy of the mul-
titude. He would first inquire, how the opinion of his
constituents shall be taken. Popular instructions are, 'com-
monly, the work, not of the wise and steady, but the vio-
lent and rash; meetings held for directing representatives
are seldom attended but by the idle and the dissolute;
and he is not without suspicion, that of his constituents,